a B9

-

The Heart of Our Industry...” . «
y SN ¥ 8 2 0.0

...._ -
e i
! r +

;
- r‘.ﬁ‘ - . 2 ] £ _,_H.J..;-il.




The McWhirter's—0Daniel, Garol, Dan and Roy Royers,
their Corgi.

he owners of this legendary 1200-acre work-

ing farm in Doniphan, Nebraska also grow

corn and soybeans like most of their neigh-

bors. But their claim to fame has come from

an entirely different cash crop. These hard-
working farmer,/ranchers have grown some of the
finest pleasure horses, sires and producers in the
world.

Since 1985, Dan McWhirter Quarter Horses
began pracricing a determined breeding philosophy
thar has since made an extraordinary impact on the
nation’s pleasure horse industry. Dan and Carol,
along with their 17-year-old son, Daniel, have
meticulously bred and raised some of the most
influential sires of today’s leading pleasure horses.
A multtude of winning pleasure horses in the
showring today can trace their pedigree back to
either a mare or stallion that was bred, born,
and /or raised by the McWhirter’s.

After meeting this kind, humble, industrious
family, it’s hard to believe they are responsible for
such a dramatic improvement in the modern pleas-
ure horse industry. Make no mistake, it’s not by
chance or luck that the McWhirter’s have achieved
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such a prestigious position among the vast assort-
ment of the nations’s pleasure horse breeders. They
have a specific plan and they are very serious about
breeding the pertect pleasure horse. They quote
past NSBA president Darol Rodrock, “To get
where you want to go, you've got to have a picture
on the wall of your ideal™. 23 vears ago, they set
out to breed that “ideal” pleasure horse. One with
a strong, driving hock, a flat knee, cadenced, clean
rhythm to the gaits, correct length of stride with
natural suspension at the lope, and a level neck that
does not bob, because the horse is upright in the
withers.

After the untimely death in 1986 of their first
stallion, The Big Investment, McWhirter’s scarched
for a replacement, and purchased, in partnership,
the legendary sire, The Invester. Their program
shifted into high-gear. Four of the stallions current-
Iv ranked on AQHA Leading Performance Sire’s
List can be traced back to The Invester. The stal-
lion’s incredible breeding sons, grandsons and
great-grandsons include Impulsions, Investment
Asset, Principle Investment, and Potential
Investment.

Today, the McWhirter’s continue to produce
the industry’s most influential stallions that pass
along the majority of desirable traits in the modern
pleasure horse. And, with the passing of cach great
sire they have been tortunate to have owned and
promoted, there has always been an up-and-com-
ing star being prepared and promoted for their
time to shine. All of the stallions remain the same
in atleast one main trait: the all important level
topline, the basis for their “ Designer Genes.”
breeding program.

“We prefer all of our horses to be level and pre-
terrably higher at the point of the withers com-
pared to the point of the hip. If the topline 1s cor-
rect, then a horse will have overall balance.™ The
vearlings raised at the McWhirter’s usually stand
out from the crowd in looks and movement
because of their balanced roplines. With every mat-
ing they plan, not only do the McWhirter’s breed
their horses to be level over their back at maturity,
but also they expect them to stay level as they
grow. “Most
voung horses grow
one end at a ime
in a tecrer-totter
fashion. This up-
and-down growth
pattern can nega-
tively affect their
MOVEMENt, espe-
cially it you arc
planning to cam-
paign a vearling or
two-year-old. A
hip-high growth

Dan with up-and-coming Sire...
Abhsolute Asset
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